
WANAQUE 
BOROUGH  

SUMMER 2026 

N E W S L E T T E R  

Daniel Mahler 
Mayor 
Council Members 
Robert Pettet 
Thomas Balunis 
Ed Leonard 
Dominick Cortellessa 
Donald Pasquariello 
Robert Kronyak, Jr 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 

Tɯʍ Pˠiɨʍ Tɯˏʦ Pˉiʋ 
Bʦ Miʫhɥʮʕ W. S˙iˁʑ 

Have you ever wondered what happened to the 56 men who signed the Declaration of Independence? 

Five signers were captured by the British as traitors and tortured before they died. Twelve had their homes ran-
sacked and burned. Two lost their sons in the revolutionary army, and another had two sons captured. Nine of the 
56 fought and died from wounds or hardships of the Revolutionary War. They signed, and they pledged their lives, 
their fortunes, and their sacred honor.  
 
What kind of men were they? Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists. Eleven were merchants, nine were  
farmers and large plantation owners, men of means, well educated. But they signed the Declaration of  
Independence knowing full well that the penalty would be death if they were captured. 
 
Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw his ships swept from the seas by the British  
Navy. He sold his home and properties to pay his debts and died in rags. 
 
Thomas McKeam was so hounded by the British that he was forced to move his family almost constantly. He 
served in the Congress without pay, and his family was kept in hiding. His possessions were taken from him, and 
poverty was his reward. 
 
Vandals or soldiers or both, looted the properties of Ellery, Clymer, Hall, Walton, Gwinnett, Heyward,  
Ruttledge, and Middleton. 
 
At the Battle of Yorktown, Thomas Nelson Jr. noted that the British General Cornwallis had taken over the  
Nelson home for his headquarters. The owner quietly urged General George Washington to open fire. The home 
was destroyed, and Nelson died bankrupt. 
 
Francis Lewis had his home and properties destroyed. The enemy jailed his wife, and she died within a few 
months. 
 
John Hart was driven from his wifeôs bedside as she was dying. Their 13 children fled for their lives. His fields 
and his gristmill were laid to waste. For more than a year, he lived in forests and caves, returning home to find his 
wife dead and his children vanished. A few weeks later, he died from exhaustion and a broken heart. 
 
Norris and Livingston suffered similar fates. 
 
Such were the stories and sacrifices of the American Revolution. These were not wild-eyed, rabble-rousing  

ruffians. They were soft-spoken men of means and education. They had security, but they valued liberty more. 

Standing tall, straight, and unwavering, they pledged:  

ñFor the support of this declaration, with firm reliance on the protection of the divine providence, we mutually 

pledge to each other, our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.ò 

WANAQUE BOROUGH &  
                      PASSAIC COUNTY

CELEBRATING  250 YEARS          
OF  INDEPENDENCE ! 



250th ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICA  
INDOOR MOVIES  

TUES JULY 28TH  òMINIONS: The Rise of Gru (Family) 
THURS JULY 30TH  òGLORYó (Adults) 

TUES AUGUST 18TH  òHACKSAW RIDGEó (Adults) 
TUES AUGUST 25TH  òGOATó (Family) 

 
All movies begin at 6:30pm at the Wanaque Rec Center 

EVENTS SCHEDULE  
 
FRI JUNE 5TH 250TH ART PATRIOTIC POSTER PROJECT DUE  
(drop off at rec center or borough hall) 
THURS JULY 30TH INDOOR MOVIE ñGLORYò 6:30PM WANAQUE REC CENTER 
  
THURS AUGUST 13TH DJ JOE DIAZ PLAYING ñPATRIOTIC MUSIC IN THE PARKò 
6PM-9PM BACK BEACH PARK 
COME CELEBRATE OUR 250TH ANNIVERSARY AND LISTEN TO SOME OF 
AMERICAS MOST PATRIOTIC SONGS/HOT DOGS/NON-ALCOHOLIC 
DRINKS/GAMES/FUN/BRING A BATHING SUIT AND TOWEL 
  
SAT AUGUST 15TH FAMILY CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT 10AM BACK BEACH PARK 
FREE TO PLAY- REGISTER ONLINE AT wanaquerec.ticketbud.com 
  
TUES AUGUST 18TH INDOOR MOVIE ñHACKSAW RIDGEò 6:30PM WANAQUE REC 
CENTER 
  
SAT SEPTEMBER 12TH FAMILY SCAVENGER HUNT 10AM START AT BACK BEACH 
PARK DRIVE AROUND THE BOROUGH OF WANAQUE FOLLOWING CLUES TO 
YOUR NEXT DESTINATION. 
  
SAT SEPTEMBER 26TH (WANAQUE DAY) CHILDRENS SCAVENGER HUNT 4PM MEET 
AT THE INFORMATION BOOTH 

 
SAT OCTOBER 24TH   COMMUNITY BREAKFAST WITH OUR VETERANS 10AM 
                      Wanaque First Aid Squad/Buffet Breakfast/ $10 Donation Request 

 (Donation will go to Wanaque Feeds the Hungry) 
FRI NOVEMBER 20TH  250th Anniversary Dinner/ Patriotic Music Bingo 
 6:30PM-10:30PM Passaic County Community College $25/person Buffet Dinner/Music/Fun 

 
For more information on the above events, go to, wanaquerecreation.com and look under events 

or go to our new Community Calendar on the Borough Website 
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                                 News From Mayor Mahler  
 

L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǿƛǎƘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀ IŀǇǇȅ CƻǳǊǘƘ ƻŦ Wǳƭȅ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ нрлǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ  L ƘƻǇŜ  
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴŀǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŀ  
ǘŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΦ ! ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ рс ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǘƻƻŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘȅǊŀƴƴȅΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ  
ŀŎǝƻƴǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜŘ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΣ ǎŀŎǊƛŬŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƎŜŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘǎƘƛǇǎΦ  L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ  

ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ŜƴǝǘƭŜǎ ά¢ƘŜ tǊƛŎŜ ¢ƘŜȅ tŀƛŘΩ ōȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ²Φ {ƳƛǘƘΦ  
¢ƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ нлнс ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜŘ н҈ /ŀǇΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ǇƻǊǝƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŀȄŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜǎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ нр҈ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŀȄ ōƛƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ тр҈ 
ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŀȄ ōƛƭƭ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ .ƻŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ tŀǎǎŀƛŎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ CƻǊ нлнсΣ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ǇƻǊǝƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŀȄ ōƛƭƭ ƛƴπ
ŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ Ϸту ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƘƻƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻƴ ŀ ос҈ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎ Ǉƭǳǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǇŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƳŀƴǎ ŎƻƳǇ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΦ ²Ŝ Řƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ƨƻō ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ  

ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ¢ǊŜƴǘƻƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ƎŜǘǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ  
ƭƻŎŀƭ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǝŜǎΣ ŎƻǳƴǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōƻŀǊŘǎΦ 

²ŀƴŀǉǳŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜǎǘ ǘƻǿƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ hǳǊ ǇƻƭƛŎŜΣ ŬǊŜ ŀƴŘ 9a{ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ  
ŦŀƴǘŀǎǝŎ ƧƻōǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘǿƻ ƴŜǿ ŬǊŜǘǊǳŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ƴŜǿ ŀƳōǳƭŀƴŎŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ  
ŀƳōǳƭŀƴŎŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ Ƴƛƴƛ ŜȄŎŀǾŀǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5t² ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ  
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŜŶŎƛŜƴŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǊŜǇŀƛǊƛƴƎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƭŜŀƪǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ ǊŜǇŀƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ  

ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ŀǘ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ CƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜƴŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎŎƻǊŜōƻŀǊŘ ŀǘ .ŀŎƪ .ŜŀŎƘΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŘǳǝŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ 5t² ŀƭǎƻ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ǎƘŜŘ ŀǘ !ŘŘƛŎŜ tŀǊƪ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ  

¢ƘŜ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ŀǘ .ŀŎƪ .ŜŀŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŦǳǊōƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳǊ ǇƛŎƪƭŜōŀƭƭ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ !ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ  
ǇƛŎƪƭŜōŀƭƭ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ [ŀǳǊƛŜ CƛŜƭŘ ƛƴ IŀǎƪŜƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ tŀǎǎŀƛŎ  

/ƻǳƴǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ  
нрлǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ  

¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ  
tƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƴƧƻȅ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΗ  

                              ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ  aŀȅƻǊ 5ŀƴ aŀƘƭŜǊ 

Veterans Monument at Memorial Field 
"A place to reflect, remember, and honor."  
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To honor 250 years of independence for the United States of America,  

the Rainbow Lake fountain lights and the outside lights at the  

Municipal Building are displaying red, white and blue.   
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DROP BOX PAYMENTS:  

For the convenience of our Tax, Water 
and Sewer customers, there is a  
payment drop located on the outside of 
the Borough Hall Building. 

Just drop it in the payment box located on the 
south side of the building (EXIT side of the  
building) . Please put your payment (along with 
the appropriate stub) in the box .  
Cash payments are NOT accepted through the 
drop box.     

 

FROM THE TAX OFFICE 

Tax bills for 2026, which will have August and November 2026 as well as 
February and May 2027, will go out sometime in July. We can not send them 
until we receive the tax rate from the County.   Please be aware as stated above 
this bill will have stubs for the next year at the bottom. You are responsible for 
keeping that bill. 
 
Ann M Smolen, CTC  

                    BUILDING DEPARTMENT  
 
Selling or Renting your property (single family home, two family home or apartment ),  
contact the Building Department to schedule an inspection to obtain a Certificate of Smoke 
Alarm & Carbon Monoxide. 
 
Permits are required to install a fence, a shed and to remove trees. 
These forms are located under Building & Zoning Department on the Boroughôs website 
www.wanaqueborough.com                                                                                                            973-839-3000 x 7120  
 
Emergency Replacement of Boilers, Furnaces, Water Heaters and A/C Units are permitted before a permit is 
issued as long as it is an emergency replacement, the Building Department is notified of the replacement prior to 
the installation, and permits are submitted within three (3) days of the work. 
 
ALWAYS wait for the final inspections before making the final payment to your contractor.  Calling for final 
inspections ensures that the work has been performed to code.  

The Tax Collector's Office can send you an  
e-mail to remind you when your taxes are due.   
To sign up for this service, please call  
973-839-3000 ext. 7125 
or email  Asmolen@wanaqueborough.com 

ON-LINE BILL PAYING is quick and easy.  

Please be careful when paying a Tax bill 
to use the Tax Account Information  
section, and when paying Water/Sewer to 
use the Utility Account Information 
 section. 

Health Department 
  
Bloomingdale Animal Control is beginning their annual pet license check. If you  have 
not renewed your pets license(s), please make an asserted effort to submit a renewal  
application.  
 

 
The annual Passaic County Fair is taking place from August 13-16th at Garret Mountain in  

Paterson/Woodland Park. The Passaic County Health Department will be on-site offering 

health screenings and other resources for residents.  

http://www.wanaqueborough.com
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As summer begins and school is out, the Wanaque Police Department would like to share  
several important safety reminders to help keep our community safe. From new E-bike regu-
lations to fraud prevention, vacation security, and safe driving practices, a little awareness can 
go a long way. 

New E-Bike Laws and Safety  
Reminders 

Electric bicycles (E-bikes) have become increasingly popular among both adults and young 
riders. While e-bikes offer a convenient and environmentally friendly mode of transportation, 
they must be operated responsibly. 
Parents are encouraged to discuss safe riding practices with their children. Riders should  
always wear a properly fitted helmet, obey traffic laws, use hand signals when turning, and  
remain alert to pedestrians and vehicles. E-bikes are not toys and can travel at speeds that 
may result in serious injuries if operated recklessly. 
The Wanaque Police Department reminds residents that E-bike operators are expected to  
follow applicable traffic regulations. Riders should stay off sidewalks when prohibited, avoid 
carrying passengers unless the bike is designed to do so, and never operate an e-bike while 
distracted by a cell phone or wearing headphones that limit awareness of surrounding traffic. 
We encourage parents to familiarize themselves with New Jersey's new  
E-bike laws including licensing and registration appointments which began 
on Friday, June 26. Please help your children understand safe riding  
expectations before heading out this summer.  
(See our Wanaque Police Facebook page for more info)  
      
                     Official NJMVC QR code     

      MESSAGE FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT...  

Please Watch for Children 
 
With schools closed for the summer, more children will be outdoors riding bicycles, 
 walking to parks, playing near roadways, and crossing streets unexpectedly. 
 

* Drivers are reminded to: 

* Slow down in residential neighborhoods. 
* Obey posted speed limits. 
* Eliminate distractions while driving. 
* Stop for pedestrians at crosswalks. 
* Be especially cautious near parks, playgrounds, and recreation areas. 
* Watch carefully when backing out of driveways. 

 
Children can be unpredictable, and a few extra seconds of caution can prevent a tragedy. 

SUMMER IS HERE!           
Heat Safety Tips and Resources 

NWS Safety information on Children, Pets and Vehicles: It is NEVER safe to leave a child,  
disabled person or pet locked in a car, even in the winter. If you have a toddler in your household, 
lock your cars, even in your own driveway.  
Visit: https://www.weather.gov/safety/heat 
for HEAT SAFETY TIPS FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY   



Protect Your Home While You're Away 
Summer travel season is here, and many residents will be taking vacations. Before leaving, take steps to make your 
home appear occupied and reduce the risk of becoming a target for criminals. 
 
Vacation safety tips: 

¶ Lock all doors and windows before leaving. 

¶ Use timers for interior and exterior lights. 

¶ Suspend mail and package deliveries or have a trusted neighbor collect them. 

¶ Avoid announcing travel plans on social media. 

¶ Keep valuables out of sight. 

¶ Ensure alarm systems and security cameras are functioning properly. 

¶ Ask a trusted friend or neighbor to periodically check your property.  
 

  A home that appears occupied is less attractive to potential burglars. 

Beware of Scams and Fraud Schemes 
Scammers continue to target residents through phone calls, text messages, emails, and social media. Recent scams often involve 
criminals impersonating government agencies, law enforcement, utility companies, banks, or package delivery services. 
Common warning signs: 

¶ Demands for immediate payment. 

¶ Requests for gift cards, cryptocurrency, or wire transfers. 

¶ Threats of arrest, fines, or account suspension. 

¶ Unexpected text messages containing suspicious links. 
Requests for personal or financial information. 
Remember: Legitimate government agencies and law enforcement organizations will not demand payment 
over the phone or request payment through gift cards or cryptocurrency. 
 
If you receive a suspicious call, text, or email, do not provide personal information. Hang up, delete the 
message, and independently verify the claim by contacting the organization directly through a known 
phone number or official website. 
 
Please contact the Wanaque Police Department for assistance, if you believe you have been the target of a 
scam or fraud scheme.  

Going on vacation? Let the Police 
Dept know!  

Fill out a Security Check Report form and 
drop it off at the Police Department. You 
can also fax to 973-835-6737 or email 
pdrecords@wanaqueborough.com 
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Officer Carter Mascis and Officer Aiden Berkenbush 
were recognized by Mothers Against Drunk Driving  
           (MADD)  
for their outstanding efforts in impaired driving enforcement 
with the goal of preventing crashes 
and saving lives in 2025. 
 
We are extremely proud of our  
Officers for their commitment to 
proactive traffic enforcement and 
their continued efforts to keep our 
roads and residents safe.  

https://www.wanaqueborough.com/vertical/Sites/%7B685BAF4D-C434-4DFB-94F4-1C8D180E9776%7D/uploads/Security_Check_Report.pdf
https://www.wanaqueborough.com/vertical/Sites/%7B685BAF4D-C434-4DFB-94F4-1C8D180E9776%7D/uploads/Security_Check_Report.pdf
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https://www.wanaqueborough.com/recycling 

Garbage, Recycling, Metal, Bulk Item, Yard Waste Disposal  
 
 

Items may be put out for pickup after 6 pm the evening before the pickup. 
  
 

REGULAR PICKUP SCHEDULE 
 

TRASH PICKUP ï For Summer of 2026, twice per week trash pickup started on May 22 
and will end as of September 11th.  Here are the trash pickup schedules for Summer 
pickup: Wednesday/Saturday, Monday/Thursday, Friday/Tuesday. Trash must be in 
bags in bins, not loose in the bin. Trash pickup will resume the one day per week schedule as of  
September 12th which will continue until the next summer schedule dates are determined. 

RECYCLING PICKUP ï WEDNESDAYS ï Alternates between ñPò (paper, cardboard) and 
ñCò (comingled glass, aluminum, plastic). Recycling must be loose in bin, not in bags. 

YARD WASTE PICKUP ï WEDNESDAYS ï all year. Grass & leaves must be in 32-gallon or smaller bin 
or yard waste bags. Brush must be tied in 4 ft. or smaller bundles weighing 50 lbs. or less. No need to 
call.  

METAL PICKUP ï THURSDAYS ï you must call 973-839-3000 x7100 and leave a message by the end of 
Tuesday for same week Thursday pickup. We do not call back to confirm that you were put on the metal 
list. If you leave the message by the Tuesday deadline with your address and the item(s) to be picked up, 
you will be put on the list for pickup on Thursday.  

NON-METAL BULK ITEM PICKUP ï 2
nd
 & 4

th
 FRIDAYS OF EVERY MONTH ï all year.  

2 non-metal large items allowed. No need to call.  
 

SPECIAL PICKUPS & SPECIAL RECYCLING EVENTS 
 

MOVE-OUT PICKUP ï must be arranged by calling 973-839-3000 x7100 (preferably, call at least 2 to 3 
weeks before you are to move-out, as many items may need to be put out on bulk or metal days, etc.) 

HOLIDAY PICKUP SUBSTITUTION DAYS - There are some holidays when contractors will not be 
available to pick up your items, such as: New Yearôs Day, Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor Day, Thanks-
giving Day and Christmas Day. In such cases, collection will occur on the next business day. In rare cas-
es, the alternate collection day will be a day other than the next business day, in which case the substituted 
day will be posted on the electronic signs in Haskell and Wanaque, and posted on the borough website: 
wanaqueborough.com 

PASSAIC COUNTY SPECIAL EVENTS ï Check Passaic County Office of Recycling and Solid Wasteôs 
website at https://www.passaiccountynj.org/departments/health/recycling-and-natural-resources-division 
to view their current list of special recycling events, such as Household Hazardous Waste, Shredding, etc. 
They can also be contacted at 973-305-5738. 

 

HOW TO OBTAIN A PICKUP SCHEDULE CALENDAR 
 

Download a copy - Go to our website at wanaqueborough.com and click the Recycling & Sanitation link, 
then click the Recycling Calendar link and download. 

Request a copy - Call 973-839-3000 x7100. Leave a message with your name & address, and a calendar will 
be mailed to you. 

Pick up a copy - Copies are available at the Municipal Building in the Municipal Clerkôs Office. 
 

REPORTING MISSED PICKUPS 
 

REPORTING A MISSED ITEM - If a pickup is not completed, please leave a voicemail at 973-839-3000 
x7100 after 6:00 pm the same day as the miss, with your name, address, phone number and what was 
missed. Messages are checked in the morning and frequently throughout the business day, so there is no 
need for a confirmation call to you. We will only return your call IF there is an issue. Otherwise, your 
items will be picked up on the next business day after the miss.  

PLEASE NOTE: We do not have access to vendorsô specific pickup routes for the day. If a pickup is sched-
uled, we expect it to occur. If there is a miss, you may leave the item out and report the miss as indicated 
above.  

https://www.passaiccountynj.org/departments/health/recycling-and-natural-resources-division
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 MARK YOUR  
CALENDARS ! 

 
 
 

 

 

Rides, games  
                prizes !  

 
 
 

  

 WANAQUE  RECREATION  
COMMISSION 

 TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2026  
6:00 ï 9:00PM 

Memorial Field Wanaque  

 
WE WILL BE HONORING OUR WANAQUE POLICE DEPT, 

FIRE DEPT AND FIRST AID SQUAD 

  We appreciate your time and service! 

 
FOOD, DRINKS, LIVE MUSIC, PRIZES, TRACKLESS TRAIN, BOUNCE HOUSE, OBSTACLE COURSE & MORE! 

 

-f_8 -K8-W f¦¢ ¢K8 `8µ EMv8 ¢v¦-Wz `2 _+¦Z `-8 z µ8ZZ z f¦v sfZM-8 - vz! 

MAYOR DAN MAHLER & COUNCIL  SUPPORTED BY: WANAQUE FIRE DEPARTMENT  

LAKELAND JR FIELD HOCKEY   WANAQUE FIRST AID SQUAD  

LAKELAND JR WRESTLING   WANAQUE LITTLE LEAGUE  

WANAQUE BASKETBALL    WANAQUE POLICE DEPARTMENT  

WANAQUE CHEERING    WANAQUE SOCCER ASSOCIATION 

WANAQUE COACHES ASSOCIATION  LAKELAND JR SOCCER WANAQUE SUMMER REC  

 Bringing the Community 

together!  

 

 

¢ĥÙĚ VĥúĴ ʵʸˋ ʻ-ʵʴʷʴ ēÿ 
µÙÓĚ VĥúĴ ʵʹˋ ʻ-ʵʴʷʴ ēÿ 
¢ëĥĖĚ VĥúĴ ʵʺˋ ʻ˟ɻ ʴʷʴ ēÿ 
EĖí VĥúĴ ʵʻˋ ʻ-ʵʴʷʴ ēÿ 
zÀġ VĥúĴ ʵʼˋ ʺ-ʵʴʷʴ ēÿ 
zĥĀ VĥúĴ ʵʽ ˋ ʹ-ʵʴʴʴ ēÿ 

64TH ANNUAL 
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

CHURCH 
868 RINGWOOD AVE 

HASKELL, NJ 
 



WANAQUE RESERVE MENS CLUB   
                     Presents   

                        

 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL FUNDRAISER  
                           FOR THE WANAQUE POLICE DEPT  

                          FIRE DEPT & FIRST AID SQUAD! 
 

  FEATURED ROCK & ROLL ACTS:  
       The Inspirations & The Jersey Tenors 

 
Lakeland High School 

July 18, 2026 at 7:00pm  Tickets $25.00  
COME OUT AND SUPPORT THIS FUNDRAISER!  

 
 

Raffle
 Tickets 

Available!  

For Tickets, Call or Email : 
JoAnn Dow-Breslinðjoannd4@hotmail.com     Bob Horowitz 201-906-5925 -bobh6969@optimum.net 

Paul Schupack 516-639-0138- shoop615@aol.com 

A great night out with 

family and friends ! 
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Wanaque Public Library 
  Your Wanaque Library card is your ticket to summer fun! 
Dive into a world of entertainment at Wanaque Library this summer! Weôve got something to appeal 
to almost everyone ïSummer reading programs for kids, beach reads, digital entertainment, and more.  
 

Our Summer Reading Program, open to kids and teens under age 18, runs through August 14th. Kids 
who register for summer reading can read books of their own choosing and earn prizes along the way. 

And we have a great selection of pleasure reading for you, arranged by Wanaque teachersô recommended grade  
levels. Adults, youôre invited to have fun too. Weôve got plenty of digital entertainment offerings (NYT games, ebooks, 
audiobooks, streaming video and TV) available 24/7, all summer long.  
 
If youôre planning a road trip, we can help you choose a digital audiobook that 
the whole family will enjoy on your trip. Camping somewhere with spotty Inter-
net? Take along one of our mobile hotspots. Or for an inexpensive family outing  
closer to home, your library card is your ticket to free  
museum admission! The Wanaque Library Foundation sponsors our museum 
pass program, which has grown to include nine destinations this season ð from 
the  
American Museum of Natural History and the Intrepid to the Newark Museum of 
Art, the National 9/11 Memorial & Museum, and more.  
Your fun summer starts right now! If you already have your Wanaque Library 
card, just go to our website www.wanaquelibrary.org.  
Click Borrow Digitally to explore your options. Or we invite you to stop by,  
call us at 973-839-4434, or email us at wanaquelibrary@gmail.com  
if you have questions or want more details.  

Happy reading from Wanaque Public Library staff!  



Wanaque Recreation 
 Summer 2026 Event Schedule 

 

RECREATION DIRECTORS NEWS ðPaul Johannemann, Recreation Director 

Our Country is turning 250 years old!  Wanaque Recreation has a full calendar of events in place, along with our  
regular programs for the community to enjoy. 
 
The Borough newsletter, will list all of our events including some annual events such as our concerts in the park, movie 
nights, National Night Out. This year we are adding: family cornhole, borough wide scavenger hunt, patriotic music in 
the park, community breakfast with the veterans, and a 250th dinner celebration. For more information go to: 
www.wanaquerecreation.com or visit our NEW Community calendar at www.wanaqueborough.com   
Information for the community calendar can be emailed to: recdirector@wanaqueborough.com     
Be sure to check out our other programs such as: Craft classes, acting/singing, STEM, crocheting, fitness classes. 
 
Recreation would like to thank Mayor Dan Mayor for his generous donation of the new scoreboard at Back Beach Park.  
A big shout out to the DPW for installing the scoreboard and shed. The DPW is always there for Recreation- we  
certainly appreciate all the work they do. 
 
WANAQUE DAY is scheduled for Saturday September 26th (Rain Date 9/27/26). New attractions this year will 
 include: antique/vintage cars/trucks, hot dog and pudding pie eating contest for adults, corn hole, virtual golf, potato 
sack races for kids and adults, and possibly a beer garden.  See the FLYERS in this newsletter!  
 
If you would like to be a non-food vendor at the picnic, contact Maryann Brindisi at mbrindisi@wanaqueborough.com 
 
This report is respectfully submitted by  
Paul Johannemann, Recreation Director 

 

 
JULY 8th 
CONCERT IN THE 
PARK 
Jungle Habitat 70ôs Band 
Back Beach Park 
7pm-9pm 
 

 
JULY 28TH 
FAMILY INDOOR 
MOVIE NIGHT 
Minions:  
The Rise of Gru 
6:30pm 
Wanaque Rec  
Center 

 
AUGUST 25TH 
FAMILY INDOOR 
MOVIE NIGHT 
Movie TBD 
6:30pm 
Wanaque Rec  
Center 

 
AUGUST 27TH 
CONCERT IN THE 
PARK 
WHISKEY CROSSINGS 
Back Beach Park 
7pm-9pm 

TO SEE MORE PROGRAMS, INFORMATION AND EVENTS & 250th YEAR EVENTS 

GO TO: wanaquerecreation.com  
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A Message from Tom Balunis  
Chairman of the Council  
Recreation Committee: 
 
I would like residents to know we plan upgrades, renovations, and additions to our recreation facilities  
every year!  
We do this primarily through County and State grant funding. One example is Back Beach Park, which has 
been completely renovated over the last few years, including energy efficient lighting (LED) and a renovat-
ed Tennis and Pickleball court which is now open. We are also planning another outdoor Pickleball court 
that will include outdoor exercise equipment at Laurie Field in Haskell.  
Photos in this newsletter and the Wanaque Recreation website!   

http://www.wanaqueborough.com
mailto:recdirector@wanaqueborough.com
mailto:mbrindisi@wanaqueborough.com


Back Beach Tennis/Pickleball Court Rules 
 

You will need a code to enter the court. Scan the QR code, put your information in there, pay a small one-time yearly fee and you 
will receive the code 
    Courts have scheduled times of play. Please stick to your allotted time slot 
If there are people waiting, limit your play time to 1 hour 
    Athletic shoes with no tread only. Black soled shoes not permitted 
Make sure bottom of shoe/ soles are clean before entering courts 
    NO Skateboard/Bicycles/Skates/E bikes or Rollerblades allowed on courts 
NO Food or Drink other than water allowed on courts 
    NO Smoking/Vaping/Chewing Tobacco allowed on courts 
Do not sit on or abuse nets 
   Once you set up your net, please put it away when you are finished. If someone else is waiting to play, then the last person using 
the net, shall put it away. 
Pets are not permitted on courts 
   These courts are for the residents. Letôs treat them with respect and keep them clean. 
Please throw out any garbage you may bring in 
    In case of an emergency, dial 911 
In a non-emergency case dial 973-835-5600  
    There is an AED located on the front side of the snack stand  
If there is no one in the park and the restrooms are locked, you can open the restroom then please lock it right back up. Return the 
key to the lock box and lock the box 

EVERYONEôS COOPERATION WOULD BE APPRECIATED 

 

Back Beach Park 
Tennis and Pickleball Schedule 

Adopted by the Borough of Wanaque effective July 1st 2026 

 M T W TH F S 

8-10 am P T P T P T 

10-12 pm T P T P T P 

12-2 pm P T P T P T 

2-4 pm T P T P T P 

4-6 pm P T P T P T 

6-8 pm T P T P T P 

8-9 pm P T P T P T 

Limit court time to one hour if others are  
waiting. 
***If courts are empty anyone/either sport  
can play.  
***Schedule is for priority if courts are occu-

pied. If someone shows up during their playing 

time, please give them the court until their time 

slot has run out.  

T = Tennis         P = Pickleball         
Sundays are Open Play = First Come 

First Play 

Page 12 



Page 13 

HOMETOWN HERO BANNER  #11 
 

HEROõS NAME: ________________________ 
RANK:  _______________________________ 
BRANCH OF SERVICE:________________________ 
SERVICE DATES: ________________________ 
CONFLICTS: _______________________________ 
BOROUGH ADDRESS PAST OR PRESENT: 
_____________________________________________________ 

BANNERS ARE PROUDLY DISPLAYED ON UTILITY POLES ALONG RINGWOOD AVENUE  

IF YOU ARE PURCHASING A BANNER ON BEHALF OF YOUR HERO, PLEASE FILL OUT THE  
FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

 

Name:                ______________________________ 
Street address: ______________________________ 
City:            ______________________________ 
Cell:               ______________________________ 
Email Address:  _____________________________ 
Relationship to Veteran: ______________________ 
 
Is Veteran deceased?      Yes ___     No  ___ 
*Email completed form and picture to mbrindisi@wanaqueborough.com , or mail to 579 Ringwood Ave., Wanaque, NJ 07465*  
Emails or actual pictures are best* 
 

The American Legion & VFW are in need of new members, please consider joining!   Yes Iõm interested___   
Banner forms available on the Borough Website also.  

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE 
 

Unfortunately, this past Memorial Day Parade had to be 
cancelled due to inclement weather. This did not stop the 
Veterans from having the ceremonies around the Borough. 
Instead of having the usual ceremony at the end of the  
parade at the Memorial at Memorial Field, it was moved to 
the Wanaque First Aid Squad buildings memorial where the 
speeches were said, Veterans acknowledged and the  
refreshments were held indoors at the squad. Thank you to 
everyone who made this all happen on the drop of a dime.  
 
Congratulations to Veteran Pete Kramer for being selected 
as the Grand Marshall of the parade. Even though Pete did 
not get the chance to drive down Ringwood Ave in the  
convertible, Pete was still recognized by the large crowd at 
the First Aid building. 

 

We would like to thank ALL of our Veterans for their 

service to our Country and also to our community.  

PICTURE ATTACHED:  YES___  NO___ 

BANNERS ARE 24 X 45     COST @ $120.00 

Make checks payable to: The Borough of Wanaque 

DEADLINE:  September 1st, 2026 

mailto:mbrindisi@wanaqueborough.com
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Wanaque Fire Department would like to THANK all our residents and local  
communities, also all the Fire Departments that supported our  

2026 Dual Wetdown!  
 

All residents are asked to 
Follow the Fire Department 

on our Facebook Page.  
We try to keep updated information on 
what is happening around town and with 
the fire department.   
We are always looking for volunteers! 
Anyone interested in joining, please come 
to either firehouse any Wednesday night 
when we have our practice drills.  

Tom Luciani 
WBVFD President  
862-849-1889 

Wanaque First Aid Squad is always looking for members.  What a great feeling to help your friends and 
families when they need someone most.  If you are interested in information about joining our  
organization, please see our Facebook page Wanaque First Aid Squad since 1973 and message us.   

 
The squad in conjunction with Atlantic Training Center is hosting an EMT 
Course at our first aid building at 5 Melrose Avenue beginning on October 
14, 2026.  If you or anyone you know would like to take the EMT class, 
please pre-register at Atlantic Training Center and click on the location 
Wanaque First Aid Squad.  You will be placed on 
the waiting list and once the registration opens, 
you will be pulled in.   
 
The squad will be in attendance at several events 
over the summer.  Safety Town,  
National Night Out, the Saint Francis Carnival, 
Junior Police Academy, please stop by and say 
Hi to our members.    
 

We wish you all a wonderful and safe  
summer!! 

LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS FOR OUR TWO VETERAN  
ORGANIZATIONS  

The Wanaque VFW Post 6755 located at 409 Ringwood Ave meets on the 1st Monday of each month at 7:30pm.  
For more information call 973-835-9181 
 
The Wanaque American Legion Post 246 located at 1109 Ringwood Ave meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm. 
For more information contact : John Kaminski at 201-248-7991 
 
Councilman Thomas Balunis, Chairman, Council Veterans Committee 
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